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Maple Leaf's heart beats in Brandon

BY MATT GOERZEN

It has been 10 years since what is
now known as the Maple Leaf
Consumer Foods plant in Brandon ®rst
started operations.

And while the city and the plant
have both experienced growing pains
since the startup, the
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at the plant from 1,400 people to 2,300.

But ®nding workers for the ®rst shift
b let alone a second shift B was prov-
ing dif®cult, due to low unemployment
locally and a high turnover rate at the
plant.

As a result of the human resources
problem, Maple Leaf decided to recruit

workers from other

mutual relationship
between the two has
been extremely suc-
cessful, Maple Leaf
Foods president and
CEO Michael McCain
says.

aWe couldn't be
more pleased with our
decision 10 years ago
to invest in Brandon,®
McCain told the Sun.
aThe community and
the city have been
great partners.

aAll the stakehold-
ers, from the munici-
pal side to provincial
government and the

parts of Canada, and
eventually from beyond
the country's borders.

The ®rst workers B
from Mexico B began
arriving in early 2002.
But it would take
another four years, and
government approval
for an upgraded waste-
water treatment facili-
ty, before the plant

ond-shift preparations.
Once the prepara-
tion for a second shift
on both the kill “oor
and the cutting “oor
was ®nally complete in

unions, all can justly Maple Leaf Foods president 2008, the facility
be proud of this as a and CEO Michael McCain began slaughtering

social and commercial
success story for all of
Manitoba.°

While Canada’s largest food process-
ing company is headquartered in
Toronto, McCain notes that the heart of
Maple Leaf Foods beats in Brandon.

aThe Brandon plant is a “agship to
our organization,® McCain said. @We
have rede®ned our strategy and
Brandon is a centrepiece to that strate-
gy.°
Impressively, the Brandon plant has
hit every major business target that
was ®rst envisioned by Maple Leaf
executives, though McCain admits the
®rst years were @rather rough.°

On Aug. 30, 1999, the ®rst hog was
slaughtered at the plant, and little
more than a week later, the company
sent its ®rst shipment of pork destined
for the overseas market.

By early 2001, the company
announced plans for a second shift that
was to boost the number of employees

more than 80,000 hogs
per week, making it
the largest of its kind in the country.
aThe second shift has been imple-
mented near “awlessly. As that was
completed we've checked off all the
goals for the facility that were set.?

The decision to forge ahead ulti-
mately transformed the very "avour of
the city, with people from China,
Ukraine, Colombia, El Salvador, the
island of Mauritius, Honduras and
Mexico adding their distinctive cultures
to the community.

Brandon's once-stagnant population
has begun to grow, city schools have
witnessed a jump in student enrolment
and new housing developments have
sprung up all over the community.

McCain says the city administration
deserves a lot of praise for keeping an
open line of communication with the
company and ®nding ways to make
growth happen.

» See "Future' D Page 3
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would ®nally begin sec- A livestock truck exits the Maple Leaf plant in Brandon's east end. (File)
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This supplement was co-ordinated by night editor M& Goerzen,
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The beginning of a great relationship

BY MATT GOERZEN

Just 10 days after he was elected as Brandon's
37th mayor, Reg Atkinson boarded a plane bound for
Toronto to meet Maple Leaf Foods president Michael
McCain.

It was the fall of 1997, and the stakes were high
for the newly minted mayor.

In a process that began under his predecessor,
Rick Borotsik, the City of Brandon was trying to land
Maple Leaf's next hog processing plant, a $112-mil-
lion facility that promised new jobs and economic
growth for the Prairie city.

But Brandon was not alone in its aspirations.
Other communities had responded to Maple Leaf's
call for bids, including Winnipeg, Selkirk, Beausepur,
Russell, Virden, Morris, Dauphin, Gimli and towns
throughout Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Six months had gone by since Maple Leaf made the
initial call, and time for persuasion was running out.

overlooks St. Claire Avenue in downtown Toronto.

Atkinson says he remembers the of®ce as a 3fami-
ly-friendly® place, with pictures of McCain's wife and
kids lining the walls.

As he walked in the door, McCain immediately got
up to shake Atkinson's hand, and told him that outof
all the cities that were under consideration, only
Brandon's mayor had bothered to come to see him
personally.

3(That) surprised me, quite frankly. We both had a
business background, and we hit it off.°

That business acumen was the driving force to
make the trip to Toronto in the ®rst place, Atkinsa
said. In his mind, face-to-face dealings allow each
party to get a sense of the other, making any futue
relations that much simpler.

a0nce you know the person on the phone, you don't
have to go to Toronto,° Atkinson said. 2We had to
learn about each other, and the best way to do it vas
eye to eye. We ended up with a great relationship.®

aThis was an important thing for Brandon,® start it. And | didn't want to lose it either.?
Atkinson told the Sun in a recent interview. 2| didn't He took a cab to McCain's of®ce building, which » See ‘Became'D Page 6

Congratulations
on 10 great years!

WeOre proud to be
doing business
with Maple Leaf.







Congratulations
Maple Leaf
on your first 10 years.
We wish you continued
growth over the next 10.

I S

396 Park Avenue East
Brandon, MB - 727-3301
www.acklandsgrainer.com




Hog producers have seen bene®ts

BY MATT GOERZEN

While Brandon's Maple Leaf
Consumer Foods plant this year cele-
brates 10 years in operation, troubles
in Canada's hog sector have taken a
bit of the sheen off the anniversary
celebration.

Nevertheless, Manitoba's hog produc-
ers have been 2very fortunate® to have
Canada’s largest processing plant in
their own backyard, industry leaders
say.

a8Here we are worrying away these
days about market access in the U.S.,
and here we have a world-class plant
located in Manitoba for the hog sector,®
Keystone Agricultural Producers presi-
dent lan Wishart told the Sun.

a0ver the last 10 years, their contri-
bution to the industry has been huge.®

both locally and internationally.

Hog producers have been hurt by a
combination of a high Canadian dollar,
a doubling of the cost of livestock feed,
new country of origin labelling (COOL)
requirements in the U.S. and the stigma
attached to HIN1 in uenza, still
referred to by some as swine "u.

Prices are sinking and farmers now
lose $30 to $40 for every hog produced.

Industry leaders such as Wishart
and Manitoba Pork Council president
Karl Kynoch have credited the Brandon
plant with saving the bacon of produc-
ers, who were badly hurt when U.S.
plants stopped taking Canadian animals
after COOL was implemented.

And the fact that Brandon completed
its preparations for a second shift on
the kill and cutting room “oors in 2008
was very bene®cial, not only for the

Canada's hog industry has taken producers, but Maple Leaf as well.
some major hits in the last few years, » See “Timing' D Page 8

Congratulations on all your success in the past 10 years
& we look forward to working with you in the future !

Professional, Quality Service and Products Providied
- Installation & Repair of Handling and ProcessnSys
- Structural and Mechanical Installation and Mainte
- Custom Equipment Manufacturing
- Boss Line of Beef & Pork Processing Equipment
- Stainless Steel Repairs and Manufacturing
- Structural Steel Fabrication/Erection
- Plant Design and Construction Management
- Machining, Fabrication and Repairs
- Crane and Equipment Rentals
- Manufacturing + Dura-Fold Bi-fold Doors
- Locations in Sperling and Brandon, Manitobad@festern Canada Location in Omaha, Nebraska Serving The United Stat

Ph. (402) 556-4070
Fax. (402)556-2927
Omaha, NE, USA

www.sperlingind.com
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BY ALLISON DOWD

It's an $87-million civic facility that has helped
Maple Leaf Consumer Foods processing plant expand
its production to nearly 90,000 hogs per week.

And at the same time, the construction of
Brandon's industrial wastewater treatment plant has
set Brandon on a course for industrial and residen-
tial growth well into the 2030s.

The plant's creation was borne out of necessity
when Maple Leaf announced it would set up shop in
the Wheat City more than 10 years ago.

aWhen the industrial wastewater treatment facility
was built, we decided as a council that we would owm
it,° Brandon Mayor Dave Burgess said. @That was
something that we felt was the right way to move anl
| think it's proven to be the right way.®

The city purchased and serviced a piece of land at by the province and the city b allowed Maple Leaf o undertaken shortly after and has just recently

4040 Victoria Ave. E. to kickstart the plant's con- process 46,000 hogs per week. Maple Leaf then entered the commission phase. To this point, it is
struction in 1999. Since then, tens of millions of fed- kicked in its own cash for a signi®cant upgrade in passing all tests with “ying colours, according to
eral, provincial, municipal and private industry 2007, bumping its production up to 75,000 hogs the city's director of engineering and water services,
money has “owed into the facility. each week. lan Christiansen.

Phase 1 of the plant b the cost of which was split Phase 2 construction of the treatment plant was » See "Phase 3'D Page 10

Congratulations on 10 Years!

Security & Event Services




Universal Doors Lti

15’[ Choice For Servic
Choice For Sales!

STILL ON HWY #1
NEXT TO PIK-A-DILLY!

550 Highland Avenue
Brandon, Manitoba

% 129-8252
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Congratulations on 10 years of success!
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At Maple Leaf Consumer Foods we are committed
to environmental responsibility, good corporate
citizenship and community involvement.

Our commitment to our consumers is to have the
highest level of food safety, a guarantee of qualit
and a promise to always put the consumer's

interests first.

success of our company.

The following will celebrate their 10-year anniveny this year:

Daniel Lenton
Antonio Lachapelle
Gervindradeo Krishn
Erwin Olsen

Carl Sulymka
Stanley Williamson
Grant Clark

Rodney Hanson
Steven Koversky

Jocelyn Aimoe-Williamson

Shyril Parsons
Leslie Onufreiciuc
Christina Kytwayhat
Daryl Brass

Ralph Allerston
Glenn Skipper
Paul D©ambrosio
Michael Gagnon
David W. Genaille
Kevin Wardle
Garry Kerr

Jason Burtnick
Peter Coyle
Michael Maynard
Daniel Rodwell
Debbie Ford
Sharon Wenger
Murray Hamm
Tracy Schwitek
James T. Gillespie

Matthias Modersohn
Jo-Ann Grabowski
Bryan Hay

Andy Wakely
Oliver Gruetzner
Carol Thomas
Melanie Maynard
April Wiebe
George Blacksmith
Andrew Kennedy
Steven Martin
William Wishart
Doug Rindlisbacher
Oscar Camacho
Bradley Boucher
Guy Lebeau
Clarke Cowell
Kathy Morden
Richard Evjent
Stanley Belhumeur
Patricia Abraham
Frederick Jaggard
David Morley
Dwaine Nicholson
Catherine Huys

N. Scott Powell
Larry Mclaren
Dixie Marks

John Sishka
Shelly Elromy
Kim Macsymach
Adam Morgan
Richard Chrisp
Frederick Wright
Ken McNeill
Thomas Muir
Allan Watson
Oliver Gronwoldt
Darwin Storey

Zbigniew(Stan) Gnitecki

Nelawattee Jairam
Rob Gibson
Christopher Anderson
Chi Chau

Xiu Ping Tan

Ann Mclellan

Doug Brown
Colleen Vanstone
Raymond Beaupre
Pearl Milin

Sally Ann Stewart
Clay Kirby

Evelyn Cooke

Ben Zhen

Gerald Clemens
Bradley Belhumeur
Scott Gadsby
Ronald Mizinchuk

Geraldine Mackay
Shirley Lavallee
Diana Millar
Frank Goletz
Dennis Beaudry
John Clemens
Vital Tinant

Kimberley Knox-Powers

Marion Adams
Glenn Wagner
Todd Leclaire
Lawrence Hobson
Margaret Masters
Dayton Maguire
Tara Zygmond
Arthur Elk

Jim Allum

Donna North
Suwanee Pegoski
Malcolm Thomas
Janice Forest
Elaine Martin
Brian Fawcett
David Kovar
Deborah Pottinger
Stanley F. Smith
Carol Shortridge
Joanne Gallivan
lan Blacksmith
Leo Simpson

Maple Leaf Consumer Foods, Canada's leading
food processor, is a company where employee
contributions are valued and respected and
multiculturalism is encouraged and appreciated.

Maple Leaf Consumer Foods would like to thank
our long-standing employees for their part in the

Archie Campbell
Brian Harte

Laurie Ringland
Patricia Stachowich
Pernell Legg

Greg Winter

Allison Lelonde
Neil Ramsden
Michele Barth
Dennis Schultz
Gordon McCabe
Susan Medina
Elizabeth Wagenaar
Daniel Girardin
Christine Storozenko
Jo-Anna Jewar
Charlotte Craig

Joe Ferland
Jeremy Dyck
Jason Cameron
Dale Powers
Charles Ostiuk
Diane Odeljan
Derek Coates

Ken Ross

Terry Johnston
Doris Stadnyk
Kevin Roach




Deliveries of all sizes to all of Manitoba
Custom tractor-trailer work
Loading docks/Warehouse space
Servicing over 400 communities Daily
out of Brandon & Winnipeg
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Supplying a
taste of home

BY COLLEEN COSGROVE

TEN YEARS & GROWING!

Immigrant employees at Maple Leaf Business here has been steady
Consumer Foods began arriving in

Brandon a decade ago and since then, i ; Manitoba®©s pork producers congratulate Maple
. since we opened. | noticed a

consugnterz]rs snd Ié))ct:al businesses have ) ) Leaf Foods for its contributions to the province©s

reaped e Henews. niche market for ethnic foods

It didn't take long for a bevy of pork industry.

retailers with an ethnic “air previously [
absent in the Wheat City to pop up. growing in Brandon and we

Today, the in"uence of the city's now- decided to onen the store
diverse culture can be seen on the P '
shelves in big box stores.

Maple Leaf and Manitoba Pork Council share a vision
for a sustainable industry where animals receive the
best possible care, we do our best to protect the

Grocery stores like Safeway, Real b Karla Orteta
Canadian Superstore and Sobeys have environment, and above all, we produce the best por k
each increased their selection of ethnic the city's multiculturalism. in the world D right here at home.
foods, dedicating whole aisles to aBusiness here has been steady
spices, sauces and cuisine from since we opened,® owner and Mexican
Mexico, India, China and beyond. transplant Karla Orteta said. 2| noticed
Although international foods are a niche market for ethnic foods grow-

trendy nationwide, a spokesperson for ing in Brandon and we decided to open
Superstore con®rmed the chain has the store.®
endeavoured to broaden its selection of The majority of patrons to Karla's

ethnic foods speci®cally in Brandon. are from Columbia, El Salvador and
Brandon's Liquor Mart has even Mexico, but Orteta says gradually, the
diversi®ed its selection in response to  popularity of the foods she sells from
demands from immigrants whose Germany, Poland and the Ukraine is
palates differ from vanilla choices like  gaining momentum.
Canadian beer and Australian wine. aMore people arriving for Maple Leaf
aMexican and Chinese beer are the start out living downtown so it's a good
most popular imported beers being way for them to see my store, and it's
purchased,® Manitoba Liquor Control  good for my store,® Orteta said.
Commission spokesperson Diana aPeople like to see a taste of home in a
Soroka said. new place.®
In fact, Soroka says beer sales for Much like the grocery stores and the

Eastern European brew spiked by 206  Liquor Mart have adapted B and prof-
per cent this year and the sale of Asian ited B second-hand retailers like The
brew is also up more than 100 per cent. People's Market Place and the Brandon

As the Wheat City grew and became MCC Thrift Store have experienced an
a hub for immigrants either coming to  in ux of customers who recently immi-
work at Maple Leaf or joining family, a grated to Brandon from all corners of
variety of independent retailers have the world.

capitalized on previously untapped People's Market Place owner Gerard

markets. Karla's International Foods is Wade says helping new immigrants ®nd

a prime example. a table and chairs or a dresser for
Opened in 2005, Karla's prime their new Canadian home is endlessly

downtown location B and its aisles of  rewarding.
authentic ethnic cuisine that span the
hemispheres B has been a key sign of  » See ‘Must appeal' © Page 20
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"o o5, Congratulations
CANEXUS: ™ Neighbour

Canexus, formerly Nexen Chemicals, continues to be comritt
responsible care and an open relationship with the community.

We care deeply about the health, safety and protection of our
employees, the public and the environment.

(204) 728-3777

Everyone at
Wheat City Roofing
would like to

congratulate Maple Leaf
on their 10-year
Anniversary!
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BY COLLEEN COSGROVE

The arrival of Maple Leaf Consumer
Foods and the cultural transformation
that has come with it means local
churches have also had to adapt.

The pious needs of the city's new-
comers have breathed new life into at
least one church that had been previ-
ously shuttered.

St. Hedwig's Roman Catholic Church
was closed in July 2007, after
Archbishop James Weisgerber decreed On July 1, 2008, Father Philip

the church be closed due to a dimin- Malayil, a priest who is "uent in

ished need for a Polish-speaking Spanish, took up residence at St.

parish. Hedwig's and began providing regular
The church had hosted mass in mass for Brandon's growing Spanish-

Polish for more than a decade, butin  speaking community.

his decree, Weisgerber recommended Since Malayil's arrival, more than

that blending the parish with that of 100 Spanish-speaking families have
St. Augustine's Roman Catholic Church found a home at St. Hedwig's B now

would be more ef®cient. Brandon's only Roman Catholic church
St. Hedwig's approximately 40 dis-  with mass in Spanish.
placed parishioners soon dispersed, To attract more parishioners,
and being the only Roman Catholic Malayil has contacted Maple Leaf
church in the city, as devout Spanish- employers and has posted notices hop-
speaking immigrants arrived, St. ing that newcomers without a place of
Augustine's soon evolved into a worship will visit St. Hedwig's and ®nd
diverse, multilingual community. a new home away from home.
aFor a time we had families from aWe're building the community,®

Mexico, Guatemala and Columbia wor- Malayil said. 8Some people who've
shipping here,° Father Dominic Yuen of come to mass have been in Brandon
St. Augustine's told the Sun. @They had for three years and didn't know that we
Spanish mass with a priest out from were here. They didn't know this was

Winnipeg every Saturday night.° an option.°

Then, nearly one year after Even newcomers who aren't of
St. Hedwig's was shuttered, the Roman Catholic faith are invited to
Archdiocese of Winnipeg gave the St. Hedwig's as it can hopefully feel a

church the green light to reopen and bit like home in a foreign country.
host its own regular Spanish and abo-
riginal language masses. » See "Congregations' b Page 23

Drew Caldwell
MLA Brandon East

You have been such a huge part of
Brandon'’s success for the past 10 years.
We're proud to have you in our city.

WORKING FOR BRANDON

1009 Princess Avenue, Brandon  (204) 727-8734
Email: bdneast@mts.net




« Continued from Page 22

Malayil says the parishioners who've
been in Brandon for a few years are
helpful in educating newcomers about
®nalizing paperwork such as immigra-
tion papers, and information on where
to seek English language training,
career and housing information.

Since its reopening last summer,
Malayil has performed 11 ®rst com-
munions and con®rmations. Spanish-
language weddings are already booked
for 2010.

Meanwhile, St. Augustine's congre-
gation has continued to grow as it
welcomes parishioners from the
Philippines and Mauritius.

Calvary Temple has also noticed an
in"ux of new members and has
stepped up to host weekly English
conversation groups with local volun-
teers and newcomers who hail from
nations such as El Salvador, Ukraine,
China and Columbia.

This month, Calvary Temple hosted
a multicultural mass in which four
different languages were included in
the sermon.

The congregation was encouraged to
dress in their native attire and bring
their favourite dish to its multicultural
potluck.

» ccosgrove@brandonsun.com

RICK BOROTSIK
MLA Brandon West

20-18th Street
204.728.2410
mlabdnwest@yahoo.ca
rick.borotsik@leg.gov.mb.ca

CORRAL CENTRE, BRANDON | 726-5656
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on 10 successful
years in business
in Brandon

from

Excavation Black Dirt
Demolition Rock
Site Services Gravel

In Brandon Since 1911.
Proudly Serving Our Friends And Neighbours.

Office: 726-0790 Toll Free: 1-888-682-4956 Fax: 727-6075
Email: info@CandD.ca
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New Dwelling Units in
Brandon 1998-2008

Single family D 1,427 / / Lnin €
‘ ; 7978
i i ) p ; i /‘//‘rk/J;jr
Two-family & 110 éﬂ//ﬁ’////

Multiple-family B 1,378 g /’// Y, /ﬂ
Total D 2,915 , /
e ]

(Economic Development Brandon
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Congratulations Maple Leaf ‘
on your 1@ Anniversary!

YOUR DESIGN / BUILD CONTRACTOR




Congratulations Maple Leaf
on your 10" Anniversary

Best wishes in the future!

Member of Parliament
BRANDON-SOURIS

#8 223 18th Street N.
Brandon, MB R7A 2V8
Ph: 726-7600 Fax: 726-
www.mervtweed.com
tweedmil@parl.gc.ca
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Congratulates Maple Leaf
on 10 successful years
and we wish to thank you
for your continued
support of the
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